Amy Cavalier
aecavalier@gmail.com
For samples of my work visit: 

http://amycavalier.writersresidence.com

http://www.linkedin.com/in/amycavalier
Communications Specialist
Multifaceted Communications Professional with 10 plus years of experience in writing, editing, public relations, social media and video production. Versatile, enthusiastic and innovative multimedia producer capable of developing clear, creative and effective news, marketing, web and corporate communications. A graduate of SUNY Oswego with B.A. in Journalism. 

· Freelance writer responsible for writing, editing, graphics and photography for 55 Plus and In Good Health, two area magazines that reach about 50,000 readers monthly.

· Promoted to editor at a newspaper with an online and print audience of more than 400,000 people as a result of leadership in writing and videography. 

· Increased content and audience engagement online, earning Lyndonville Central School District’s website recognition as one of top six in the region by Business First in May 2011.
· Guest appearance on Investigative Discovery’s On the Case with Paula Zahn and investigative assistant in true crime novel Betrayal in Blood published by Pinnacle Books.
• Radio, newspaper and video production

• Writing, editing and photography
• Communications and public relations  

• Social media community development

• Content planning and information management
• Community outreach and engagement
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

DePaul, Rochester, N.Y.

Communications/Development Coordinator



     2012 to current

DePaul is a private, non-for-profit organization founded in 1958 that provides services in addiction prevention and support services, affordable housing, developmental disability programs, mental health programs, senior living communities and vocational programs.

• Write and edit internal and external communications materials including newsletters, direct mail, brochures, flyers, AV presentations and marketing collateral. 

• Collaborate with senior management and site directors to develop and execute effective media and advertising campaigns. Develop and maintain media contact list.

• Write and distribute news releases to area media and the DePaul website.

• Represent the agency as spokesperson and liaison to the media. Provide consultation to staff on media and community relations issues and crisis communication. 

• Manage DePaul's Holiday Helpers program. 

• Assist in contributing/managing information on DePaul's websites and social media outlets. 

• Photograph clients, residents and special events for use in publications. Obtain release authorizations. 

• Serve as presenter at new employee orientation, community events and attend administrative meetings and serves on committees.

Local News Inc., Oswego, N.Y. 

Freelance Writer







2000 to present

Distributed monthly in Rochester, the Genesee Valley and Upstate New York, In Good Health and 55 Plus are two publications focused on health, finances, travel, housing, family, leisure and the baby-boomer population, with a combined circulation totaling 50,000.  
· Provide writing, editing, graphics and photography.
· Author of 10 front-page articles since November 2010 including Garth Fagan, choreographer of Disney’s The Lion King on Broadway; Craig Harmon, golf professional at Oak Hill for over 40 years, and Judge Patricia Marks, the first female judge elected to Monroe County Courts.
· Fostering connections and collaborating with area newsmakers, corporations, non-profits, colleges, and health care providers and experts.
Monroe 2-Orleans BOCES, Rochester, N.Y. 

Communications Specialist






     2010 to 2011
Monroe 2-Orleans BOCES provides educational support services such as Communication and Technology Services which includes school public relations and printing and graphics services.

· Informed parents, staff and students of district news, and promoted consensus among the communities in three school districts through strategic communications planning.

· Developed and executed public information campaigns for school budgets, a $55 million capital improvement project, community open house, and superintendent search.

· Collaborated with leadership team to increase content and engagement on the Lyndonville Central School District’s website.

· Created Lyndonville School District’s Facebook page and developed content. 
· Designed and produced newsletters, calendars, press releases and brochures.

· Organized press conferences, coordinated media and provided events coverage including photography, videography and publicity. 

· Acquired knowledge of branding, return on investment performance measurements, and search engine optimization.

· Promoted BOCES 2 services with articles in monthly newsletter and annual report.

Messenger Post Newspapers, Canandaigua, N.Y. 

Reporter








      2003 to 2007

Editor









      2007 to 2008

Messenger Post Media publishes 16 publications that reach more than 400,000 readers in Monroe, Ontario, and Wayne counties each week. 
· Produced five to eight stories a week for a daily website and weekly newspapers on deadline.

· Conducted research, interviews, copy editing, photography, graphics and videography.

· Responded to requests, comments and concerns from readers, ensuring information provided by community members was published in a timely fashion. 

· Developed and nurtured relationships with other media, newsmakers and leaders in area corporations, universities, nonprofits and businesses.

· Served as a leader in videography, multimedia and sharing content with other reporters.

· Founded a company food shelf, mentored college students and led tours of headquarters for community groups.
WRVO Public Radio, Oswego, N.Y. 
Reporter/Producer







      1999 to 2003

WRVO Public Media is a non-profit, non-commercial multi-platform news and information service for residents of central and northern New York State. 
· Produced investigative news and feature stories for broadcast in Central and Western New York using digital audio recording and editing software. 
· Morning drive-time news producer during Morning Edition. 
· Trained college-level interns and participated in fundraising activities.
MULTIMEDIA AND TECHNICAL SKILLS

· Author of blog, Diaries of a Foodie (http://diariesofafoodie.wordpress.com), which is being featured by Messenger Post Newspapers online. 
· Multimedia portfolio includes Facebook, YouTube and Google+, Twitter and LinkedIn.

· Included in Democrat and Chronicle’s “Rochester Tweeps on Twitter”.
· Knowledgeable with web content management programs such as SchoolWorld and Zope, and some HTML. 

· Skilled in audio and video editing and production.
· Experience with Microsoft Office, Word, Excel, as well as Publisher, PowerPoint, Photoshop, Cool Edit Pro and Outlook.

· Proficient in Associated Press style.

· Participated in Social Media Today webinars focused on Social Media for Small Businesses, Non-Profits and Customer Service in November 2011. 

HONORS, ACCOLADES AND VOLUNTEER WORK
· Special mention for Excellence of Individual Reporting by Associated Press in June 2000.
· Best Radio News Feature and special mention for Best Investigative News Story by Syracuse Press Club in April 2002.
· Strategic Roundtable Volunteer with Ad Council of Rochester
EDUCATION

B.A. Journalism, State University of New York at Oswego

