Seniors ready to take on the real World

After graduation June

23, senior Zach.
~ Milligan will head off to
basic training in Fort

Knox, Ky.
By AMY CAVALIER

_ Messenger Post Staff

After spending the past few
months running the bleachers
after school at Penfield High
School to prepare for Army

* basic training, walking down .
the aisle to pick up a diploma :

will be a cakewalk for semor
Zach Milligan. ,
While many seniors will be
heading off to college this fall,
Milligan has chosen a different
path.
(e ﬁgure I can get the same
education, if not better, with
the Army and they pay me for
going to school instead of me

_paying to go to school,” he

said.
Milligan will graduate along

~_ with the other members of the

Penfield High School class of
2007 at the Eastman Theatre

. on Saturday, June 23. Larry
‘Man, a special education
| teacher.at Penfield High and

co-adviser of the senior class,

| said he’s sad to see the stu-
| dents go. -

“It’s. a cliche, but the

| growth you see over these
| four years is more so than
| any period in a child’s life,”

 he said. “You see them go

from children to young adults

.. The great thing is thinking

| that just four years ago, I had

to walk them through every-
thing. Now we’re sending
them off as adults to college,
to really change the world,
and make a difference and be
my social securlty When I

‘retire.”

Vi said the class of 2007

was very community-service
| oriented. They donated $1,000

to Water for Sudan, an effort
to dig wells in Africa, and stu-

| dents served as leaders in the
| school.

As for Milligan, he will head

| to basic training at Fort Knox,
{Ky., on July 3. He wants to

- Save the date

The Penfield High School
class of 2007 graduation cer-
emonies will be held at 3

~ p.m. Saturday, June 23, at the

Eastman in

Theatre
Rochester. -

learn to become a Iight—uvheel'

vehicle mechanic for the U.S.

Army, which entails working -
-on the diesel engines and:

Humvees.

“Tt was either that or be a

military police,” he said. “I
chose somethmg I had experi-
ence in.”

Originally from Newark,
N.Y,, Milligan has lived in Pen-
field since he was 13. He start-
ed in Penfield schools as an
eighth-grader.

Milligan found his callmg in

Tedd Scott’s auto shop class in

his junior year.

“I couldn’t believe how
much I learned,” he said. “T've
always had an interest in.cars.
I wanted to learn how they

worked so I could actually

talk about them.” :
He took it to the next level

‘in his senior year, signing up

for auto mechanics at Monroe
No. 1 BOCES. Every day, he’'d

leave school around lunchtime

to spend the rest of his school
day immersed in brake, sus-

pension, electronics and diag-

nostics work. Some of the
time was spent at a desk, but
much more was spent in the
lab, learning about cars by
domg

In his high school career,
Milligan played varsity footbalt
his junior year and worked
part time at Pontillo’s Pizzeria.
Now, with less than a month

~ to go before he begins basic

training, Milligan said he’s
doing his best to relax and
spend time with family.

. Milligan said he’s relieved to
be graduating. His family will
‘celebrate with a party June 30.
" “I'm really excited not to
have to worry about school
anymore,” he said.

That doesn’t mean he’ll be

- worry-free. There is the risk
‘he could be called up to serve

overseas.

“That’s a risk I'm willing to
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~ Senior Zach Milligan of Penfield uses the computer to pull"'

trouble codes on a car at Monroe County No. 1 BOCES in-
Fairport on Monday. He is heading off the bas:c training: -

<

‘ for the U.S. Army after graduation.

Zach Milligan lowers an engine using a lift at Monroe :
County No. 1 BOC.ES in Fairport on Monday.

take,” he'said. “At least I can
say I ve done somethmg for
my countxy

He expects a transitioning’

from civilian life to being in
the Army will be a challenge.
He’s already studying his basic
orders and learning the pho-
netic alphabet, which is used
in radio codes. He also watch-
es the news for reports about
the war in Iraq.

“I don’t necessamly beheve

. in the war, but I'm not gonna

protest it,” he said. “I know my
parents don’t want to see me
go over there ... but you kind
of have to accept it. Unfortu-
nately, you can’t chose where

you go. You go where they
need-you.”

His father, Steven Milligan,
hves in Newark and his moth-
er, Patricia Lembo, lives in
Penfield. Eventually, Milligan -
said, he wouldn’t mind owning
an auto shop, or even working .|
as a state trooper or an FBI
agent. . ’

“The future is wide open,” *
he said of graduating. “It’s the
beginning of a new life, life
after high school, life as a real
adult, I guess.”

Amy Cavalier-can be-
reached at (585) 394-0770,
ext. 243, or at acava-
lier@mpnewspapers.com.



